H appy holidays friends and colleagues.
The end of the year for many is a hectic race to the finish line for the new era of health care defined by high deductibles and insurance plan changes. Accessible health care is a misnomer as the new approach leads to an unintended trickledown effect with less benefits and increased costs for the large majority of the working US population.
The year end also allows for the opportunity of reflection. Another year of trying to balance the rigors of work life, family life, and academic life, each with its own challenges, and 2014 was no exception.
Foot and Ankle Specialist enjoyed a robust year of growth and outreach to the foot and ankle world. The challenge to the medical publisher remains providing excellent and relevant content, when and how the customer wants it. For FAS content is delivered on both traditional print with 12 000 annual subscriptions and over 156 000 online accesses, proving that each lifelong learner has his or her own style of acquiring knowledge.
We are always challenging ourselves to provide innovative publishing concepts, and this year was no different. One of the most engaging parts of an annual scientific meeting is the conversation at the back of the room. This is frequently personal experience conversation where we share our individual journeys with victories and challenges. At FAS we have taken the approach that this "level 5 evidence" conversation is worthwhile and have provided an outlet in print. Roundtable has enjoyed many years of success. We would like to thank Dr. Jack Schuberth for his tireless efforts and leadership as the section editor. We welcome Dr. Brett Smith and Dr. Steven Brigido to their new roles as section editors of the Roundtable and look forward to many more years of stimulating conversation.
In 2014 we added Current Trends with section editor Dr. Anand Vora. Dr. Vora has opened the door to the discussion of new surgical ideas, and although these techniques have not yet had the full burden of intellectual study applied, the ideas are meant to stimulate discovery and conversation.
Lowell and I wish to extend a very sincere thank you for our publishing team at SAGE. Lauren, Jesse, Erin, Judy, Amanda, and Kristi, thank you for a consistent and excellent effort at making the process smooth and enjoyable. To our editorial team and reviewers thank you for sharing your enthusiasm, time, and talents.
We are looking forward to FAS 2015 and encourage you to share your ideas, research, and current trends with FAS.
